by Stefanos Tsivopoulos
curators
Lanfranco Aceti
Vera Ingrid Grant
Washington dc
a 24-hour performance
from dawn of June 3
to dawn of June 4, 2017

ONE STEP FORWARD KCAB SPETS OWT
What is a protest? And what does it
mean to picket, to resist, to respond, and
to give voice to one’s social and political
concerns? A protest will occur from
dawn to dawn, starting on June 3 at
5:12 am to June 4 at 5:12 am, on the
White House sidewalk on Pennsylvania
Avenue in Washington, dc. As political
protests go, this may be the most
unusual of them all.
There are no shouted slogans, no
placards, no bull-horns, or chanting.
This political protest presents the bodies
of people walking one step forward and
two steps back in silence for a cycle of
twenty-four hours. Speaking to the
complexity of contemporary times, the
bodies of the participants will carry
messages through the visible and
invisible signs of their existence and
characteristics of their bodies.

Stefanos Tsivopoulos originally
choreographed the well-known saying,
“one step forward, two steps back,” which
many Greeks used to say in order to sum
up the current sociopolitical and
economic condition in the country. The
saying represents the belief that even
though we move onward, we’re actually
heading back because the steps forward
are not enough to move us towards our
goals or social-political progress.
Lanfranco Aceti together with Vera
Ingrid Grant had initially proposed to
the artist to replicate the performance in
front of the United States’ White House,
as a way of representing the weariness
of the body engaged in the turmoil of
contemporary post-democratic political
processes; experiencing the “jagged
grain” of lament and frustration, and yet
vibrant with unruliness.
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